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A panel discussion at the Academy on July 18 was the last 
event in the “World’s Tallest Building” series, co-hosted by 

the Skyscraper Museum. “Why Dubai?” explored the reasons 
that the United Arab Emirates city is the locus of this century’s 
competition for the world’s tallest building, the way New York 
and Chicago were the arenas of the 20th century.
Top row: Nearly 300 attended the “Why Dubai?” event. Middle: John 
Mills, project director, Hyder Consulting Middle East Ltd; Carol Wil-
lis, founder, director, and curator of the Skyscraper Museum in lower 
Manhattan, and Jordan Gruzen, partner at Gruzen Samton, LLP. 
Bottom: Panelists Robert Booth, executive director, Emaar North 
America; John Braley, business development manager, Turner Inter-
national; and George Efstathiou, managing partner, SOM/Chicago. 
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Th e Academy’s Physical Sciences & Engineering Initiative 
collaborated with New Energy New York and the Energy 

and Environmental Technology Applications Center (E2TAC) 
to host the New Energy Symposium at the College of Nanoscale 
Science and Engineering in Albany, NY, July 30-31.
Top row: Hydrogen Day concluded with a reception; Paul Tonko, 
president & CEO of the New York State Energy Research and Devel-
opment Authority, gave a keynote lunch lecture. Middle: Congress-
woman Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Representative to New York’s 20th 
Congressional District, views an energy-effi  cient automobile. Bottom: 
Th e hydrogen-fueled car is no longer a thing of the future; Pradeep 
Haldar, founder and executive director of the New Energy New York 
Consortium, enjoys a “bioenergy drink.”
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